AUDITIONING – A Few Tips
The following tips should provide some insights into the world of auditions.

1. Read the audition notice carefully. Where is the venue? What time are the auditions?

2. Do you have to make an appointment? 

3. Read the audition fact sheet. Do you have to memorise a portion of the script? Do you have to do a reading? Do you have to sing or dance? What should you wear?

4. Get a copy of the script. Read it thoroughly two or three times and make notes about the character you wish to play and also the other characters in the play.

5. Prepare, prepare, prepare. The panel will be impressed if you have learnt the audition pieces and it will tell them you are ready to work hard.

6. Be on time or better still be early. Fill out the audition form and write clearly so your email address and phone numbers are legible. 

7. Bring your theatre CV. It will show the panel what your experience is and what you are capable of doing.

8. Regard the audition space as being ‘on stage’. Focus on your presentation the whole time. Keep talk to a minimum. If it is an open audition watch the other actors or study your script. Your behaviour at an audition is often an indication to your working style during rehearsals.

9. Avoid playing to the panel. Instead play to an imaginary audience. The panel wants to observe you in performance. Use the same energy you would in a performance.

10. Be prepared for the director to cut you off once the panel has an idea of your ability, range and acting skills.

11. Be flexible. The director may ask you to change your presentation so they can assess your ability to accept direction and your depth of acting ability. Listen carefully to the director so you understand exactly what you are being asked to do.

12. Once you have finished a reading wait for instructions or direction.  When the director thanks you return the courtesy and leave the audition space.

13. Remember that above all the panel wants you to be good.  Every director is hoping the person entering the audition space will be perfect for the role.

FOR MUSICALS:

1. If you are asked to prepare a song of your choosing select one in the style of the show.  Learn the song thoroughly. Take a copy of the music in the right key for the audition pianist.  Don’t sing unaccompanied as it makes you look unprepared. Don’t accompany yourself. The panel wants to see you in the role.

2. Talk with the pianist before starting your song. Agree on the tempo you want whether you want the repeat etc.
